of owning a boat is that even the smallest yacht-owner is con-
sidered fair game for extortion and dishonest dealing. The
variation in the cost of commodities in different harbours,
requires a very elastic mind on the part of the housekeeper,
both as to menus in port and purchases for the next stage^ of
the voyage. It puts an extremely practical interest into the
list of exports, which formed so dreary a part of geography as
taught in one's own childhood. At Las Palmas prices were much
as in pre-war England; at our next port, in Cape Verde Islands,
the best meat was sixpence a pound, and fish sufficient for
four cost threepence, but the cost of bread was high. At Rio
de Janeiro and elsewhere in South America, though most things
were ruinous, we obtained enough coffee at very reasonable
prices to carry us home; while in Buenos Aires, with mutton
at fourpence a pound, it was a matter of regret that the hold
was not twice as large.
On arriving in port after a long voyage, work is generally
needed on the.vessel or her engines: if so, the name of the right
firm has to be obtained, the firm found, an estimate obtained
and bargain made. Then the work has to be done and fre-
quently redone, all of which causes delay it seems impossible
to avoid; a fortnight may thus easily be spent in getting a
two days' job accomplished. In Las Palmas we were fortunate
in finding a capable firm, who took in hand such alterations as
our experience in the Bay had shown to be necessary. The
offending skylights were fastened down, and ventilating shafts
substituted, with the result that we had no more trouble. We
had a good deal of extra work on board to do ourselves from
a tiresome mishap. In inspecting the stove connected with
the heating apparatus, it was noticed that there was water under
the grating; this was at first thought to be due to skylight
drip, but on lifting the grating there was seen to be quite deep
water-in the hold almost up to the outside sea-level. The
pumps were at once rigged to get it down, but it was found
still to be filling; and it was then discovered that there was a
serious leakage, due to the fact that the pipe through which
the water came to cool the engine had been defectively jointed.
It meant days of work to go through the stores affected.
Happily nothing was lost except about twenty pounds of tea,
and some sweets intended for gifts; but if the accident, which

